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T h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  m i s s i o n  o f  I m a m 
R e z a  s h r i n e  i s  g u i d i n g  p e o p l e  t o  s p i r i t u a l 
per fec t ion in  accordance with I mam Reza’s 
l i fe  a n d  c o n d u c t .  O n e  o f  t h e  p re re q u i s i t e s 
o f  t h i s  m iss ion  i s  apply ing ta rge ted means 
p r o p o r t i o n a t e  t o  p e o p l e ’s  n e e d s .  To  t h a t 
e n d ,  p r i n t i n g  a n d  p u b l i s h i n g  b o o k s  a n d 
p r o m o t i o n  o f  t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  b o o k  r e a d i n g 
h a v e  b e e n  a m o n g  e f f e c t i v e  s t e p s  e v e r 
t a k e n .  I m a m  R e z a  s h r i n e  h a s  a t t a c h e d 
great  s i gni f icance  to  books  and reading as 
e f f e c t u a l  w a y s  a n d  m e a n s  f o r  c o n v e y i n g 
c u l t u r a l  m e s s a g e s .

       E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  I m a m  R e z a  s h r i n e 
l i b r a r y  i n  S a f a v i d  E r a  ( 1736 -1501)

I m a m  R e z a  l i b r a r y  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  b i g g e s t 
a n d  m o s t  v a l u a b l e  l i b r a r i e s  i n  I r a n  a n d  i n 
t h e  I s l a m i c  w o r l d .  R e m a i n i n g  d o c u m e n t s 
from Safavid,  Afshar id and Qajar  eras attest 
to its  long histor y . Archived documents and 
m a n u s c r i p t s  i n  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  L i b r a r i e s , 
M u s e u m s  a n d  D o c u m e n t s  r e c o u n t  t h e 
histor y of the administrative building of the 
s h r i n e ,  n u m b e r  a n d  t y p e  o f  o c c u p a t i o n s , 
e x p e n s e s  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  m a t t e r s ,  r e l a t e d 
endowment deeds,  method of  fundrais ing, 
t y p e  o f  c a t a l o g u i n g,  m e t h o d  o f  re t r i e v i n g 
information and lending books,  the l ibrar y 
b u i l d i n g  i n  d i f f e r e n t  e r a s ,  a n d  s t r u c t u r a l 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i n  p a s t  e r a s .

  400 y e a r s  o f  l i b r a r i a n s h i p  i n  I m a m 
R e z a  s h r i n e

Librar ies  have a  pivotal  role  in  formation 
and evolution of  human knowledge. Thanks 
t o  t h e  w o r k  o f  l i b r a r i a n s ,  t h e s e  c e n t e r s 
have,  for  centur ies,  provided scientists  and 
re s e a rc h e r s  w i t h  p re c i o u s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s , 
w i t h o u t  w h o s e  e f f o r t s  t h e  h a r d  w o r k  b y 
t h e  g u a r d i a n s  o f  w r i t t e n  h u m a n  r e c o r d s 
cannot be repaid . Books and reading have a 
longstanding histor y in I ranian and Is lamic 
culture and civi l ization. The archived works 
in  the  D ocumentat ion Center  of  the  shr ine 
bears witness to this claim. Librarianship was 
the f i rst  job in Imam Reza shr ine l ibrar y . The 

o l d e s t  d o c u m e n t  re g a rd i n g  l i b r a r i a n s h i p 
i n  t h e  c e n t e r  d a t e s  b a c k  t o  1600 A H .  S i n c e 
this  i s  the only  exist ing document in  I ran,  i t 
i s  h i g h l y  va l u a b l e  fo r  re s e a rc h  o n  l i b ra r i e s 
a n d  l i b r a r i a n s h i p .

  100 y e a r s  o f  c a t a l o g u i n g  a r t
C a t a l o g u i n g  o f  m a n u s c r i p t s  i s  a l m o s t  a 

centur y-long ar t  in I ran. The f irst  catalogues 
i n  I r a n ,  w h i c h  b e l o n g  to  t h e  s h r i n e  l i b r a r y, 
were  wr i t ten by  some f ront- runner  I ranian 
cataloguers such as Sheikh Mohsen Khalesi , 
M o r t e z a  Q o l i k h a n  N a’e e n i ,  H a j  E m a d  u l -
M o h a g h e g h i n  V a e z  Te h r a n i ,  e t c .  i n  1926.

T h e  c a t a l o g u i n g  s e c t i o n  o f  O r g a n i z a t i o n 
o f  L i b r a r i e s ,  M u s e u m s ,  a n d  D o c u m e n t s 
wa s  l a u n c h e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  ye a r  –  t h e  o l d e s t 
c a t a l o g u i n g  ce n te r  fo r  b o o k s  a n d  Q u r a n i c 
manuscripts in the countr y. Manuscripts are 
t h e  c u l t u ra l  we a l t h  o f  a  n a t i o n ,  d i s p l ay i n g 
a r t i s t i c  v a l u e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  c e n t u r i e s .


