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The mostimportant mission of Imam
Rezashrineisguiding peopletospiritual
perfectioninaccordancewithImamReza’s
lifeandconduct.Oneoftheprerequisites
ofthismissionisapplyingtargeted means
proportionateto people’sneeds.To that
end, printingand publishing books and
promotionofthecultureofbookreading
have been among effective steps ever
taken.Imam Reza shrine has attached
greatsignificancetobooksandreadingas
effectual waysand meansforconveying
culturalmessages.

Establishmentof Imam Rezashrine
libraryinSafavidEra (1736-1501)

Imam Rezalibraryisoneofthebiggest
and mostvaluablelibrariesinlranandin
thelslamicworld.Remainingdocuments
fromSafavid,AfsharidandQajarerasattest
toitslonghistory.Archiveddocumentsand
manuscriptsinOrganizationoflLibraries,
Museums and Documentsrecountthe
historyoftheadministrativebuildingofthe
shrine,numberandtypeofoccupations,
expensesandfinancial matters, related
endowmentdeeds, methodoffundraising,
typeofcataloguing, methodofretrieving
informationandlendingbooks,thelibrary
buildingindifferenteras,and structural
transformationinpasteras.

400years of librarianshipinImam
Rezashrine
Librarieshaveapivotalroleinformation
andevolutionofhumanknowledge.Thanks
tothework oflibrarians, these centers
have,forcenturies,providedscientistsand
researcherswithpreciousopportunities,
without whose effortsthe hard work by
the guardians of written human records
cannotberepaid.Booksandreadinghavea
longstandinghistoryinlranianandlslamic
cultureandcivilization.Thearchivedworks
intheDocumentationCenteroftheshrine
bearswitnesstothisclaim.Librarianshipwas
thefirstjobinlmamRezashrinelibrary.The

oldestdocumentregardinglibrarianship
inthe centerdatesbackto 1600 AH.Since
thisistheonlyexistingdocumentinliran,it
ishighlyvaluableforresearchonlibraries
andlibrarianship.

100yearsofcataloguingart

Cataloguingofmanuscriptsisalmosta
century-longartiniran.Thefirstcatalogues
inlran,whichbelongtotheshrinelibrary,
werewrittenbysomefront-runneriranian
cataloguerssuchasSheikhMohsenKhalesi,
Morteza Qolikhan Na’eeni, Haj Emad ul-
MohagheghinVaezTehrani, etc.in 1926.
The cataloguingsection of Organization
of Libraries, Museums, and Documents
waslaunchedinthesameyear-theoldest
cataloguingcenterforbooksandQuranic
manuscriptsinthecountry.Manuscriptsare
theculturalwealthofanation,displaying
artisticvaluesindifferentcenturies.




