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a n  a t t e m p t  t o  e l e v a t e  f a m i l y  i n s t i t u t i o n 
a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  i t s  b o n d s  d r a w i n g  u p o n 
t h e  c a p a c i t i e s  o f  t h e  s h r i n e .  H a s n a  i s  a 
n e t w o r k  o f  p e o p l e  h e l p i n g  t h e  c e n t e r  i n 
p r o m o t i n g  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  m a r r i a g e  a n d 
s t a r t i n g  a  f a m i l y .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p h a s e  o f  t h i s 
n a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m ,  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  o f  t h e 
shr ine helped in  mediat ing among couples 
v i a  b u i l d i n g  n e t w o r k s ,  p r o v i d i n g  s k i l l s 
a n d  k n o w l e d g e ,  e t c .  T h e  p r o g r a m  s o u g h t 
t o  i nve s t  i n  a n d  t r a i n  t h e  vo l u n t e e r s  i n  t h e 
s h r i n e  s o  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  a c t  a s  m e d i a t o r s  t o 
f a c i l i t a t e  m a r r i a g e  a n d  h e l p  d e c r e a s e  t h e 
d i v o r c e  r a t e . 

            8 , 0 0 0  Fe m a l e  S e r v a n t s  i n  S h r i n e
T h e  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  p i l g r i m s  i n  I m a m 

R e z a  s h r i n e  c a l l s  fo r  p r e c i s e  p l a n n i n g  a n d 
m a n a g e m e n t  s o  t h a t  p i l g r i m a g e  g o e s  o n 
smoothly. Statistically,  women and children 
m a k e  u p  ove r  %5 0 o f  p i l gr i m s  i n  t h e  s h r i n e, 
w h i c h  t e n d  t o  s t a y  i n  p o r t i c o s  r e l a t i v e l y 
l o n g e r  t h a n  m a l e  p i l g r i m s  d o .  T h e r e f o r e , 
p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  fe m a l e  p i l g r i m s 
necess i tate  more  f inesse .  As  a  resul t ,  some 
8, 000 female  ser vants,  bet ween the ages  of 
2 0  to  5 0 ,  a re  p rov i d i n g  s e r v i ce s  to  p i l gr i m s 
i n  w o m e n  p o r t i c o s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s h i f t s .

            Wo m e n  Vo l u n t e e r s  C e n t e r
F e m a l e  a n d  Fa m i l y  V o l u n t e e r s  C e n t e r 

s t a r te d  i n  I ra n  i n  2 0 1 6 ,  a n d  h a s  b e e n  a c t i ve 
in matters  related to women and family . The 
w o m e n  c e n t e r  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  l a u n c h e d 
v o l u n t e e r  c e n t e r s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n 
d i f f e r e n t  p r o v i n c e s ,  w h i c h  a c t e d  a s  i t s 
e x e c u t i v e  a r m s .  T h e  v o l u n t e e r  c e n t e r s 
a r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t w o  s e c t i o n s  o f  ‘ R a z a v i 
V o l u n t e e r s  C e n t e r ’ a n d  ‘ M a r t y r s  Fa m i l y 
Center ’ .  Each of  them has i ts  own major  and 
m i n o r  a g e n d a s .  R a z a v i  Vo l u n t e e r s  C e n t e r 
i s  m o s t l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  f a m i l y  a f f a i r s 
v i a  m a k i n g  d i s c o u r s e ,  i m p r o v i n g  s k i l l s , 
p a v i n g  t h e  w a y ,  c r e a t i n g  n e t w o r k s  a n d 
l e a d i n g  a c t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t 
t o  f a m i l y,  a s  w e l l  a s  p r o v i d i n g  a c c e s s i b l e 

c o u n s e l i n g  s e r v i c e s .

            Tr a i n i n g  M u s l i m  W o m e n  i n  R a z a v i 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I s l a m i c  S c i e n c e s  ( R U I S )

I n  o r d e r  t o  c r e a t e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r 
e l i te  wo m e n  to  p l ay  a n  e f fe c t i ve  ro l e  i n  t h e 
f i e l d  o f  I s l a m i c  h u m a n i t i e s ,  t h e  w o m e n 
s e c t i o n  o f  R U I S  s t a r t e d  i n  2 0 1 7  u n d e r  t h e 
a u s p i c e s  o f  I m a m  R e z a  s h r i n e  i n  h i g h e r 
education. The facil ity administered the first 
admission examination for  PhD candidates 
in  three f ie lds  of  Law and Quranic  Sciences, 
H a d i t h ,  P h i l o s o p h y  a n d  I s l a m i c  T h e o l o g y 
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  i n  M a s h h a d  a n d  Q o m  o n 
December 29 and 2017 ,30. The f irst  scientif ic 
i n t e r v i e w  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  a m o n g  t h e  3 7 
c a n d i d a t e s  w h o  p a s s e d  t h e  w r i t t e n  t e s t , 
a n d  1 4  f e m a l e  c a n d i d a t e s  w e r e  a c c e p t e d 
i n t o  t h e  d o c t o r a l  p r o g r a m .

            6 , 0 0 0  Fe m a l e  S t u d e n t s  i n  I m a m  R e z a 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  U n i v e r s i t y  ( I R I U )

A decade into sc ient i f ic  and educat ional 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  w o m e n  s e c t i o n  o f  I R I U  h a s 
c r e a t e d  a  s u i t a b l e  s c i e n t i f i c ,  c u l t u r a l  a n d 
e d u c a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  c o m p a r e d  t o 
o t h e r  u n i v e r s i t y  c a m p u s e s  f o r  w o m e n  i n 
the countr y . I t  i s  a  dynamic and developing 
f a c i l i t y  a n d  h a s  b e c o m e  a  l e a d i n g  a n d 
central  univers i t y  for  nur tur ing the ta lents 
o f  f a i t h f u l ,  e x p e r t  a n d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
w o m e n  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  n e e d s 
o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  Cu r r e n t l y,  m o r e  t h a n  6 , 0 0 0 
female students are studying in bachelor ’s, 
m a s t e r ’s  a n d  d o c t o r a l  d e g re e s  i n  a b o u t  6 0 
f i e l d s  o f  s t u d y  i n  t h e  f a c i l i t y .

            ‘ D a u g h t e r  o f  M o o n ’,  N a t i o n a l  
C o m i n g  o f  A g e  C e r e m o n y  

Holding special  rel igious ceremonies for 
-9year-old girls is one of the key opportunities 
t o  i n c r e a s e  r e l i g i o u s  k n o w l e d g e  a n d 
e d u c a t i o n .  D i f f e r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s u c h 
a s  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  I m a m 
Khomeini Relief Foundation, and Municipality 
o r g a n i z e  v a r i o u s  p r o g r a m s  f o r  t h i s  g r o u p 


